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Evans
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Josen |,
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Tele. R
FROM : M. K";}o}l? Holmes oo

[ Gandy

SUBJECT: SYLVAN\b:EBOW ayye )
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS ___ 7/

NEW YORK, NEW YORK
INFORMATION CONCERNING

FORMER ©BI SPECIAL AGENT
INFORMATION CONCERNING

.

. (}\
HARVEY BURSTEIN j/ {\[\

\\A On 3-26-64, the Director received a cgpy of the Spring, 1964, issue
of "American Judaism, the official publication of the Union of American Hebrew

i %egg.liéﬂétms; It was sent by Sylvan Lebow, who is listed 88 an ex-officio member
: of the publication’s editorial board,

Excerpts of the Director®s address on 12-4-63 before the Washington
Hebrew Congregation Brotherhood are reprinted on page 39, together with a picture
of Mr, Hoover receiving an artifact from Arnold Fine, the Brotherhood's President, -

Page 46 contains a very fanciful article which is supposed to relate
I some of the high points of the Bureau career of former Special Agent Harvey Burstein.-
} Written in a very braggadocio manner, this item contends that Burstein made himself
invaluable to the FBI because he had the distinction of being the first Yiddish and .
Hebrew speaking Special Agent. The article does make the pofzxt that Burstein xizé.g"”
not the first member of the Jewish faith employed bypthe BBL & .. = 5.3 44 /5y

The article is replete with clai{ﬁis that cannot be substantiated by a review
of Burstein's personnel file, and with outright errors. He is identified as a wartime
Agent who, in 1941, was assigned to ™all aspects of internal security, the tasks of
espionage and foreign intelligence. The war was raging in Europe, and tensions were
mounting between Japan and the United States.' Burstein actually entered the FBI on
8-25-41, as a clerk, and was assigned as a student fingerprint classifier., He resigned

his position on 6-22-42 to enter military service. He was reinstated on 7-26-48asa
clerk, and did not receive an appointment as Special Agent until 10-25-48. He resigned
\from the Bureau again on 8-14-53, having served in Chicago and Washington Fiekd,
CRINE ::'é(;ﬂ LCH
His file does indicate that a request was made on 11-3-41 $hat Burstein be
made available to the Translation Unit for the purpose of translating Yiddish newspapers.
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VA 2N T '
-.«110, M.A, Jones to DeLoach
Re: SYLVAN LEBOW HARVEY BURSTEIN

The article, however, relates an incident that supposedly took place in 1941 with the

discovery by a c1tlzen in New York City of a metal container supposedly containing a coded ;
message,

A courier was rushed to*Washington with the ""coded message, ' according
\ to the artlcle and orders were issued to **Get *Agent? Burstein on the double."™ The °
! article goes on to state that Burstein entered a room where Agents were crowded around a *
l desk on which the container rested, Burstein took one look and supposedly said:

"Gentlemen, this is the Sh*ma, the basic credo of the Jewish faith--nothing to worry about"
) The container was a mezuzah,

The article then states that down the long corridors of the FBI went the word,
that if "anything comes across any desk in a foreiga language, call Burstein,"

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

5
1

Bufiles contain no derogatory information identifiable with Sylvan Lebow,
Harvey Burstein®s services were satisfactory, however, in a memorandum dated |
111~ 14-!}8 former Assistant Director Tamm set forth a summary of Burstein's FBI record,
I Mr, Tamm knew Burstein and said he felt he was an opportunist who had an exaggerated
’{ opinion of his own ability; that he did not feel he could be trusted or that he would do anym
\ thing for the FBI except to use it to further his owi interests; and that he felt we should

deal with Burstein c:1rcumspectly., The Director noted, "I think this is a proper
evaluation, "

OBSERVATIONS:

We have been very circumspect in our relationship with Burstein and it is
felt nothing would be gained by calling his hand on this rather absurd article, It bears
out the evalmation made of the man in 1958. It is believed Mr. Lebow sent the magazine to

the Director because of the speech excerpts and the picture, and not in connection with the
article on Burstein.

RECOMMENDATION:

3 That the attached letter of thanks be forwarded to Sylvan Lebow for sending
the magazine to the Director.

| ‘_ \/f . qui}g}éj ﬂ(‘o&ﬁ
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lEaMu C aﬁg
FBI Lax in

Race Qases

A TReform Jewish official:
has accused the FBI of lax-
ness in apprehending racial:
terrorists in the South.. i

Rabbi Richard . “Hijrsch,;
director of th: Religious ¢!~
tign Center of the_Union of
{American Hebrew “Congrogas”
[tions liere, also criticized the
Kennedy Admmlstlatmn in a
talk in New York, for failure
fo do all it can in support of
the civil rights program Dbe-
fore Congress.

] “Indicative of our nat10na1
shame,” the Rabbi said Sun-!
day at a Reform Jewish civil
rights conference, “is that the,
'FBI, which has shown itself!
{fully capable of infiltrating
every segment of the Commu-
nist apparatus in this counfry,
has proved itself impotent in
infilirating the ranks of the
racial terrorists who now con-
stitute a major threat to the
lives of millions of Americans
and to the ideals which Ameri-
lca represents.”
. When tha Department of
Juslice says it lacks legal pow-
er for more comprehensive civ-
il rights action and a bill is
proposed to increase its pow-
ers, the Administration, Rabbi
Hirsch asserted, ‘“refuscs to
lexert its influence on behalf
of the strengithencd legisla-,

tion.”
v [ A &

et m

LTI

- gemis

21

~ e b

f‘N

}/ ; “’?»w.

M 989702 Page 9

v

Ry

\ ' To ison

d

ﬂB nt

Ccdlahan
Conra
DeLQ('Ch

?é»""LB@ se n_741_.’74

Sullivan 3£
Tavel
Trotter

Tele Room

Holmes
Gandy

7 L5 :,.‘ ; 2
z—*r - 7
<" 00T 8 003
TR S s—r—— e
The Washington Post and £’:i

Times Herald
The Washington Daily News

3 The Evening Star
|7 - _\/" New York Herald Tribune
~ ¢7£¢@ t‘é"' New York Journal-American
[/ / New York Mirror
/ New York D'culy News
New York Post

P R p Sy s ,! [ The New York Times
w4 (% e s The Worker

0 #8 1,03

DCu e

QCi 5.

A

The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer . ______
People’s World
Date

-~
W
—
rrl
—
5




' OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 & 5010-10% ) '\.
* oo :i::’ o 'on; 27 ‘ 4 ’ o Tolson — o —
7 -, UNITED STATES GC  RNMENT : Lo o7 Bolnon
- ASPEF e
/. Callahan .
CZ-} Memora ndum %g fvzz
f.

AT | 2;;’:5
TO Mr. DeLoach DATE: 3-3{?-64 _ l

a\el
g rotler
" Tele. Room
FROM mp?/ ) andy
| M, k,)]’o / . - gu::dy
SUBJECT: SYLVAI:\sEBOW N ‘
A7 |

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS |
'NEW-YORK, NEW YORK e
INFORMATION CONCERNING - ;

HARVEY BURSTEIN \!/ ,N’\‘
FORMER FBI SPECIAL AGENT
INFORMATION CCNCERNING

‘.

\m On 3~26-64, the Director received a copy of the Spring, 1964 issue
of "American Judaism," the official publication of the\Umon of American Hebrew
Congregations. It Was sent by Sylvan Lebow, who is listed 85 an ex~officio member
“of the publication's edltorlal board,

Excerpts of the Directorts address on 12-4-63 before the Washington
Hebrew Congregation Brotherhood are reprinted on page 39, together with a picture
of Mr. Hoover receiving an artifact from Arnold Fine, the Brotherhood's President,

P

Page 46 contains a very fanciful article which is supposed to relate !
some of the high points of the Bureau career of former Special Agent Harvey Burstein.-
Written in a very braggadocio manner, this item contends that Burstein made himself
invaluable to the FBI because he had the distinction of being the first Yiddish and
Hebrew speaking Special Agent. The article does make the point that BUrs §Le1n ‘was
not the first member of the Jewish faith emgloyed bypthe BBI. (e - B8 7 ,ﬂpé i/ (754

The article is replete with cld ﬁ’is that cannot be substanhat&ﬂ by a rewiew
of Burstein's personnel file, and with outright errors. He is identified as a wartime
Agent who, in 1941, was assigned to 'all aspects of internal security, the tasks of
espionage and foreign intelligence. The war was raging in Europe, and tensions were
mounting between Japan and the United States.' Burstein actually entered the FBI on
8-25-41, as a clerk, and was assigned as a student fingerprint classifier. He resigned
his poumon on 6-22-42 to enter military service. He was reinstated on 7-26-48 as a
.jclerk, and did not receive an appointment as Special Agent until 10-25- 48 He resmned
{from the Bureau again on 8-14-53, having served in Chicago and Washindt n Tle

RN

His file does indicate that a request was made on 11- 3-41 ﬁ{ﬂat Burs’rem be
made available to the Translation Unit for the purpose of translating Yiddish newspapers.
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The article, however, relates an incident that supposedly took place in 1941 with the
discovery by a citizen in T\Iew York City of a metal container supposedly containing a coded ;
message,

A courier was rushed to‘Washington with the ""coded message, ' according
to the article, and orders were issued to "Get "Agent’ Burstein on the double,' The ‘
article goes on to state that Burstein entered a room where Agents were crowded around a *
desk on which the container rested. Burstein took one look and supposedly said: !
“"Gentlemen, this is the Sh'ma, the basic credo of the Jewish faith--nothing to worry about"‘
The. container was a mezuzah,

The article then states that down the long corridors of the FBI went the Word
that if "anything comes across any desk in a foreign-language, call Burstein,"

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

Bufiles contain no derogatory information identifiable with Sylvan Lebow,

- Harvey Burstein’s services were satisfactory, however, in a memorandum dated
11- 14-!%8 former Assistant Director Tamm set forth a summary of Burstein's FBI record,
Mr, Tamm knew Burstein and said he felt he was an opportunist who had an exaggerated
opinion of his own ability; that he did not feel he could be trusted mor that he would do any-
thing for the FBI except to use it to further his own interests; and that he felt we should
| deal with Burstein circumspectly, The Director noted, "I think this is a proper
" evaluation, " —

OBSERVATIONS:

We have been very circumspect in our relationship with Burstein and it is
felt nothmg would be gained by calling his hand on this rather absurd article, It bears
out the evalnation made of the man in 1958, It is believed Mr. Lebow sent the magazine to
the Director because of the speech excerpts and the picture, and not in connection with the
article on Burstein,
RECOMMENDATION:

' ¥ That the attached letter of thanks be forwarded to Sylvan Lebow for sending
the magazine to the Director.
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A Reform Jewish officialf

tign Ceniler of the Union of
|American Hebrew \,ongze"a T
[tions it rere, also criticized the
Kennedy Administration, in a
talk in New York, for failure
{o do all it can in support of
the civil rights program be-
fore Congress.

Fg “Indicalive of our natlonal

shame,” the Rabbi said Sun-:
day at a Reform Jewish civil,
rights conlerence, "is that ibe,
FBI, which has shown ifself! i
1fully capable of infilirating
every segment of the Commu-
nist apparatus in this country,
has proved itself impotent in
infiltrating the ranks of the
racial terrorists who now con-
stitute a major threat to the
lives of millions of Americans
and to the ideais which Ameri-
ica represents.”

. When the Department of
! IJustice says it lacks legal pow-
§ojer for more comprehensive civ-
. (il rights action and a bill is
. Iproposed to increase ils pow-
4 ters, the Adminisiration, Rabbi

! |Hirsch asserted, “refuses to
i lexert ils influence on behalf
*  of the strengthened legisla-.
t o tion”
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The Washington Post and '”_ /

Times Herald
The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star
New York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-American

New York M}rror
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The New York Times
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